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By Edward Cody 
Wucunpon Ft*’- wnur 

MIAMI— Ricardo Morales depart- 
i life as he had lived it, violently 
nd under a cloak of so much in- 
rigue that no one can be sure what 
appened. 

As his friends and enemies tell it, 
lowever, one thing is certain: the 
32-caliber bullet that penetrated the 
luban exile’s head from behind eli- 
minated a man who had made him- 
keif into a black-edged legend to be 
told and cherished throughout Mi- 
ami, Latin America and, perhaps, 
Langley, Va. 

After a month of investigation, 
the Dade County Public Safety De- 
partment has concluded that the 
spy, counterspy, mercenary, con- 
fessed murderer, bomber, informer, 
dope dealer and operator extraordi- 
nary was shot in a vulgar bar brawl, 
enraged because he thought someone 
had him a maricon, or homo- 
sexual 

Morales allegedly was killed just 
before midnight Dec. 20 while reach- 
ing for the .38 strapped to his ankle 
in what Detective Steve Roadruck 
concl uded was justifiable homicide 
for which no one should be charged. 

If you believe that, I’ve got a 
piece of expressway HI sell you 
cheap,’ said one of Morales’ attor- 
neys, John KomorowskL “I’m con- 
vinced that Bombody needed Mo- 
rales dead and just executed him. 
There’s no question about it; it was a 
set up. Who? God only knows. It 
' could have been the Cubans, the 
; ana -Castro Cubans, the druggers, 

; the CIA, anybody.’ 

In his 43 years, Morales had been 
involved with all of them, and more, 

; n and out of the nether world of Mi- 
■ni. Miami is a place where simple 
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where cocaine deals make people 
suddenly rich, occult and dead. It is 
where dissidents from a dozen Latin 
and Caribbean countries plot revo- 
lutions. It is a city so used to in- 
trigue that a magazine for Latin vis- 
itors lists the CIA local phone num- 
ber along with those of hotels and 
all-night pharmacies. 

So from Morales’ family ana 
friends, some of whom were also his 
enemies at one time or another, have 
; cnm* several theories about why he 

• might have been shot and by whom. 

None is provable, but they give an 
idea of bow -Morales • lived and 
maybe bow be died, k _ ■ 

I' “Monkey* Morales, as the Miami 
I press him, had claim ed that 

• he helped plan and cany out the , 

• 1976 bomhing of a Cubana airliner, 
in which 73 persons died near Ba> 
badoa. Morale? .claimed^ friehoa* 
that the C 4 'plastique -explosive used 
to Mow up the plane came from a 
storeroom of DISIP, the Venezuelan • 
intelligence sendee in which Morales 
was a high officer, and a then* 
DISIP director, Orlando Garda, 
knew about the plot 

Morales explained that moet of 
■ those aboard, tome listed as the 
Cuban team, were actually 

important regional operatives of the 
, pr-f finhim vemon o l t bax M — 

Morales also was the chief inform- 
er for Miami police last year ® « 
elaborate drug investigation called 
“Operation Tick-Talks’ because of a 
bug hidden behind a dock in a am- 
peel’s home. The case was eventually 
thrown out of court because a judge 

ruled that Morales lacked credibility, 

but not before Rafael Villaverde and 
his brother Raul were charged with 
conspiracy to distribute cocaine. 
Friends say Morales had long 
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Pigs veteran, had been a CIA oper- 
ative in Miami during the agency’s 
Cuban destabilization campaign in 
the early 1960s. Morales* friends 6sy 
they did not know why Morales had 
it in for him. But Morales also was a 
CIA operative in the anti-Cuban 
campaign and a friend of former 
CIA agent Edwin P. Wilson. 

As a young CIA officer, Wilson 
had participated in the anti-Cuba 
campaign for which Miami was the 
chief bunching pad. Anti-Cuban 
campaign veterans Rafael and Raul 
Villaverde have aaid they met Wil- 
son in Geneva in September, 1976, 
beca im* they thought Wilson was re- 
• cruiting them for a CIA plan to kill 
w ,an international terrorist called Car- 
. los the Jackal But by then Wilson 
, was working for Col Muammax Qad- 
dafi of Libya. According to US. in- 
vestigators, be was proposing instead 
a plot to kill a Libyan dissident 
The Villaverdes went to US. au- 
thorities with the proposal Their de- 
nunciation became part of an inves- 
tigation that has landed Wilson in 
jaiL 

Morales was killed in a bar called 
Cherries in Key Bacayne, the plush 
island off Miami where Richard M. 
Nixon once bad a home. After an 
early evening of drinks in the section 
called Little Havana, he had gone 
there in his red Cadillac with Nancy 
Cid Lama 2 area.and Juan Fernandez. 

Laroazaree was an old friend, the 
widow of German lamazarea, a 
O i bs " exile murdered in 1973. Mo- 
" rales was the chief informer who led 
to the indictment of Armando Elidio 
Ruiz on charges that he killed La* 
mazares. Morales was also the man, 
by his account in a later court dep- 
osition, who killed Ruiz with an au- 
tomatic pistol after Ruiz was ac- 
quitted and showed up on Morale 
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